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Some Reaſons demonſtrating the Prey di 
Naſance that the Importation of Brandy occa- 
ſions to Ireland, and conſequently ſhewing 
a ſpecial cauſe of the increaſing poverty , and 
ſcarcity of Money amongſt us. _ 


1,25. fare of the King and theſe Kingdoms, way 
- IEA well be reputed the common Nuſance 
They thereof 3 Now that the Importation of 
4-5: = Brandy doth ſo, may be evinc't by Argu- 
ments drawn from loſſes | 


* of the King, 
and 
of his people. 


Firſt, The King thereby receiveth great loſs, and de- 
-triment i#: bis Cuſtozrs for goods imported, exported,and 
1n all other his Revenues. =. 
I, In Goods i#4ported , there being not one Com- = 
modity in the Book ofRates , pro rato, that pays Bs 
ſo inconfiderable a duty as Brandy 3 whilſt French p. 
Wines pay Ten pounds ten ſhillings 3 Brandy pays but Forty = 
ſhillings per Tits. And the like might be inſtanc'd in 0+ q 

_ thers, eſpecially French Commodities, So that ſubſtra& 
| 2 Eight 
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the King.” 


. meaſure as cheap as Brandy) it may therefore be ſuppos 
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t pounds ten ſhilings loſs per Tun in Two thouſand 
ns (whigh may be ſuppoſed are brought in per annum) 


2nd theres Seventeen thouſand pounds per annum dedu- 


Ged and Joſt, which would be brought io, either in 
wines, or ether cotnmoudities yielding that Revenue to 


2, The Kings loſs in Exportation 1s alſo conſede- 
rable 3 for, Brandy being a ready-money commodity as 
well here, as in France, obſtru&s the carrying forth of 
our Produ# and ManufaGnres, both by Foreigners, and 
our ſelves, as will hereafter more fully appear, Now 
all of our Product paying conſiderable duties at their Ex- 
portation, the King (as well as the people) is a great los 


fer by the obſtrucon thereof, 
3. The King loſeth abundantly in his Inland Ex- 


ciſe of Strongwaters, which pays Four pence per Galon in 
kind , to which add the Cuſtomes of the Ingredients 
whereof they are made , and ſo it comes to about Six 


pence per Gallon3 whereas Brandy pays but two pence per 
Gallon, both for Cuſtome, and. Exciſe 


the raw moiſture of this Climate,the appetite of the peos 
ple to ſtrung Liquors, and the cheapneſs of the ordinas 
ry ſorts of Strongwaters (being ſold by the ſmall retail 


ſed there would not be much leſs drunk of Strongew 
ters(wereBrandy prohibited )than there is now of Brandy; 
or at leaſt what may be defalk't thereby,would be made 
up 1n the drinking of ſo much the wore Ale | 
Wines, whichCas aforeſaid )pays above Fiveimes the du- 
ty of Brandy. þ 28 

Secondly, There are Arguments drawn from tlie hurt 


of 


. Now becauſe of 


, or elſe of 


* may befaid to eat out their own, and owr Bowels thereby 3 


that woul ( 
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to the bealt h of 4 heir bodies , and tot heir Pſtates.”” F 
1. By Brandy is a fickly conſtitution of bqdy 
got , the radical moiſture dried up, the Stamavh and 
Liver burnt , fo as that not only many thowſandsof his 
Majeſties ſubjeGs are at preſent deſcroy' d , but alſo ſuc- 
ceeding Generations likely to be decay'd and enfeebl  , 
by the corroding, and nature-conſuming Quality there- 
of : Whereas though $trozgewaters are made of Spirits, 
and therefore likewiſe hot, yet by the juicy oyly qualt- 
ty, and cordial nature ofthe Ingredients whereuft they 
are made, the malignant diſpoſition of the Spirit 1s alter - 
ed, and (#0 taken to exceſs ) becomes grateful, and core 
dial to the body. 6 
2. By Brandy their wealth is greatly diminiſh'd; 
or, | 
1. Their »ozey (the ſinews and life of Trade ) is 
thereby carried ont of the Conntrey; for, Foreigners, (e- 
ſpecially French and Dutch) what ready Money they 
need to buy goods in other Parts , they know it is but 
touching here withBrandy(which alſo yields them good 
profit from us) and they preſently are ſupplied. 


Moreover our Merchants ( though not delignedly ) 


for), as the carrying away of our produ@, ozely for con= 
ſumptives , which we conſume our ſelves, efpecially uſes 
leſs ones, is interpretatively the carrying away of our 
Money, vecanſe it obſtruGs the bringingin of thoſe goods 

wiarield mony to meither by Forreigners coming 
hither for them, or elſe by our Tranſporting them as 
broad: ſo inFravce Brandy being a far more Staple 


| Yu ; | ( 6 ) ; | | 
han Wines, or any other Goods , they 
; with it, without ready moneys which is ſome- 
onveyed them in ſpecie (as the French Lewis's, and 
r CO n that yields more in France than with us, and 
ſometimes by Bills of Exchange by the way of London 
Whereos for Wines, or other commodities, they will 
both Barter for our goods for part,and give us time for 
the payment of the reſt; 

But the Merchant becauſe Brandy is a ready money 
Commodity here, and yields him-good profit : France 
alſo lying near to him , Therefore , for quickneſs of res 
turn to his own particular preſent profit , he complies 
with the incommodious tearm ready money, whereby , 
as he is taken off from carrying our native commodities 
to other parts , where the effeAs of them would proe 
duce both neceſſary goods , and money, to 1nrich our 
Countrey ; fo our own growth, and other goods there- 
by lie upon our hands, which yet are ſo neceſſary to 
ourneighbours,that we need not fear inthe leaſt the vending 
of what we can well ſpare, were Brandy prohibited from us. 

2, The Improvement of Tillage is greatly obſiru- 
Fed by Brandy 3 for , by how much the more readily 
we get Forreign conſumptives, by ſo much the more 
careleſs are we to improve the earth by our own indus 
{try, in reſpe& whereof there is and will be great loſs, 
and prejudice to this Countrey 3 For hence may be ſeen 
a main cauſe of the late ſcarcity of Corn. amongſt us 5 
becauſeBrandy having become almoſt the general drink of 
the Kingdom , the rates of Corn were ſo ſmall, that moſt 
Husbandmen neglefted their Tillage 3 and therefore 
though by our preſent ſcarcity much more land is Tilled 
for the next enſuing year yet if the Importation of 

Brandy 
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LE: CUE 
Brandy ( thetrue cauſe of the diſcouragement thereof ) 
ccntinues , ina few years time the like cheapneſs , and 
conſequently the like ſcarcity returns uponhus again. 
_- Beſides it but Two Thouſand Tuns of Brandy are 
; ſpent per ann , yet at Thirty pownds per Tun, it as 
mounts to Sixty Thouſand pounds per annum of money, (at 
leaſtprevented from being broughtin, if not Jwaſtfully cars 
ried from us. Whereas on the contrary if we make that 
Two Thouſagd Tuns of Streng-water out of cur own 
growth ; as there will be above tiebble the Revenue 
( beyond what is already made of Brandy |) accruing to 
the King 5 ſo there will be for every Fifty Barrels of graia 
( neceflary to make one Tun of Spirits) at leaſt One han- 
dred Thouſand Barrels profitably improved of our own 
growth per annum , whereby. 

Much ofthe now waſtlands would be manur'd,&tilled- 

Knee Thouſands of poor vagrant people would be 
1m lo > . | : 

"Much of our prejudice by the aft prohibiting Cattle 
for Frgland compenit, 

The art of Diſtillation incourag'd , which now pays 
dear for the Labour and Coals of Forreigners. 

The courſe. grain of the Countrey, now deſtroyed by 
Cattle advantageouſly improv'd. 
L. The Tenant enrich'd by the advance of Grain, 
; The advance of Rents, and Price of Lands. 
! And conſequently the advance of His Majeſties 
Revenues in all 1eſpeQs whatſoever5 For all Taxes 
and impoſfitions are aſlefI'd and levied (by them 
that afleſs and levy them )not according to the num- 
ber and quantity of Acres, but the quality cf the Land, 
andthe capacity of the People they are levied upon. 
In 
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ne hundred and nineteen thouſand pounds 
oſt to His-Mifeſty, ( belides what is loſt in Exportations 
and four hf indred and twenty thouſand pounds loſt to 
His Subje&g, in ſeven years time, ( according to the a 
bove Computations) , is a Nuſfance to this Kingdom 5 
And if the importing exceflive quantities of Brandy 
into Erglend , is a far greater Nuſance to them 5 then, 
as it may not be wondred at , that His Majeſties Ho- 
nourable Houſes of Parliament the laſt Seffions but one, 
were paſling a Bill for the prohibiting the importation 
thereof :. So the premiſes duly conſidered, .gives ground 
to hope, that his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant (whoſe 
Loyalty and Love is ſo Zealouſly great to His Majeſty , 
.and theſe Kingdoms ) will ſtrenuouſly further the like 


deſigned good for His Majeſty , and Subje&s in 
Ireland, 
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Some Reaſons Humbly Offered againſt 

palling a Chnfe tn the Bill, Iotifuled, 
A Pill for the more Effectual putting in 
Execution the Att for Probibiting ali 1 rade 


and Commerce with France. 


FTE At diredts that all kinds of Wine ſhall be fold at 
Six pence the Quart, after the Firſt day of February, 
160. 
That no Wine ſhall be foid in Bottles, or 1n any other Meaſure 
than Pewter Pots. 


That whoever (hall Offend, being Convicted by the Con- 
feſlion of the Party, or Oath of Two Witneſles before a Juſtice 
ot *Peace, hall forfeit Fifty Shillings, to be recovered by Diſtreſs 
and Sale of the Offendors Goods, and for want of ſufficient D1- 
ſtreſs the Offendor to be Committed without Bail. 


Firſt, The AQ as it is pend, ſeems to extend to all kind of 
Wines whatſoever 3 and it fo, it will totally deſtroy our Trade 
with Spain, Portugal, &c. and loſe the King One Hundred Thou- 
fand *Pounds per Annu in His Cuſtoms. 


S:condly, If Bottles be wholly prohibited , no [talzar Wine muſt 
be Imported, for they come allin Flasks and Bottles, nor muſt any 
Wine be ſold out of doors, nor any ſent into the Country; and fo 
above half the Conſumption will be hindred, Exportation and Im- 
portation diſcouraged, and conſequently Their Majeſties Revenue 
much lcflened. 


Thirdly, If Conviction upon Oath before a Juſtice, without 
Tryal by a Jury according to the Antient Laws of the Land be al- 
lowed, it will countenance ill Men, promote 'Perjury, and diſcou- 
rage honeſt Men in their Lawful Callings. 


Note, That Conſumption 1s the Intereſt of the King and King- 
dom, and whatſoever hinders That, is an Injury to both. 


